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         August 20 2011

Historical Events and Publications

Please may I begin this newsletter by thanking all those who have taken part in my walks and/or attended my lectures so far this year?  A great many events have taken place and they seem to have passed successfully.  I hope to put together a more co-ordinated programme for 2012, but obviously a number of events are arranged through my being invited at shorter notice by local institutions or by societies beyond Southwark, rather than through my own initiative.
I am offering two walks in September, 2011: a Greenland Dock Walk, round the Greenland Dock and South Dock at Rotherhithe, at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday, September 10th, from the old red-painted swing bridge in Redriff Road, immediately east of the Surrey Quays Shopping Centre; and a Dickens Walk, in and around Borough High Street, Southwark, at 2.30 p.m. on Sunday, September 25th, from the obelisk at the foot of London Bridge.  The charge for each walk will be £1, to cover the cost of the notes, and each walk will last up to two hours.  Reservation of places to me, please, by e-mail, telephone or post, but payment 
may be made on the day.

Two coach tours in 2012 are presently under consideration.  One would go to Alscot Park in Warwickshire, an 18th-century country house that is not ordinarily open to the public, plus Harvard House in nearby Stratford-on-Avon.  Alscot Park is the origin of Alscot Road in Bermondsey, for the West Estate in Bermondsey was owned by the family that still lives at Alscot.  The other tour would go to Cambridge to see Jesus College, whose late mediaeval foundation by 

a Bishop of Ely re-used the buildings of a nunnery, whose most notable founder in the 12th century (before the university existed) had been, surprisingly, King Malcolm IV of Scotland.  We should also see All Saints’ Church across the road and perhaps some other building in the countryside near Cambridge.  I shall announce details of these tours when they have been agreed. 

Further events taking place this year are these.  At the Old Kent Road Library I am due to speak in the evening of November 3rd about the Old Kent Road itself.  Enquiries to the library.  On November 14th, in the evening, 

I shall be speaking on the Elephant and Castle at Tate Modern.  To attend – if you are residents of Southwark or Lambeth - you need to enrol in the film club, whose meeting it will be.  This is straightforward.  As for talks farther away, I shall speak to the East Surrey Family History Society at Sutton on September 1st, on mediaeval English churches; to the Peckham Society at Goose Green on October 16th, on the Georgian and Victorian development of Peckham; and to the Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society at East Croydon on October 31st on the Marshalsea Prison.  [Enquiries about all these to me.]  And please take note of the Bermondsey Street Festival, an all-day event on September 24th, and the Annual Fair of the West Surrey Family History Society at Woking on November 5th, where I shall have a stall.     

I should like to draw your attention to the Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological Society.  In the last three summers, I have run an annual coach tour for the society, although I am not one of its officers or on its committee.  

[A long time ago, in 1993-96, I did serve as its President.]  You may wish to consider taking up membership.  It costs the modest sum of £7 a year [the society’s year begins in the autumn].  You may give me details and payments at my events for me to forward, or you may write directly to Judy Harris, 125 Thornlaw Road, West Norwood, London, SE27 0SQ.
In relation to Bermondsey Abbey, I have come across a C
luniac site in Sussex that I had not previously known.  Although I have known Eastbourne for about forty years and I have studied the Order of Cluny on and off for the past thirty, I did not know until this summer that there had been a Cluniac cell at Langney, which is today a very modern suburb of Eastbourne on its eastern side.  The cell, a grange or farm of Lewes Priory (which one of my coach parties visited in 2010), has left behind a mediaeval building in Priory Road, Langney,  So it is not enough to list Cluniac priories; I shall also have to look into their ‘cells’ or outlying dependencies, some of which were a considerable distance from the mother-house.  Regarding Bermondsey Abbey, which prompted my Cluniac interest in the first place, there is presently a proposal to put up a board in Bermondsey Square to explain the site, perhaps with a plan of the church and conventual buildings.  Two further Bermondsey boards, on the Alaska Factory and on the Leather Industry, are definitely being made.  I wrote texts for them back in March.
May I please make an appeal for any old photographs of Southwark in private hands, with a view to using them for my regular short articles in the South London Press?  After some years of writing these pieces, it is becoming more and more difficult to find new pictures.  Ideally, the pictures should ‘tell a story’, but even if they look a bit lifeless, I can usually find enough to say about some historical connections in the vicinity.
Roger Batchelor, with whom I have worked in recent years, has published a short history of the Pullen’s Estate between Crampton Street and Penton Place in Walworth.  The title was launched at the Pullen’s yards’ summer open weekend at the beginning of July.  It was due to be put on the yards’ website as well.
In December, during the winter open weekend of the Pullen’s yards, I hope to give a new talk for the first time: The Surrey Gardens in Walworth, 1831-1878.  It will discuss the large site - immediately next door to Pullen’s Estate – which included a zoo, a music hall, outdoor concerts, firework displays, flower shows, balloon ascents, and a large lake around which huge models were built to form the background for large-scale spectacles on such subjects as the siege of Gibraltar and the eruption of Vesuvius, in which fireworks and music played their part.  

The general Open House Weekend in London will take place this year on Saturday and Sunday, September 17th and 18th.  I always keep that weekend clear. 
I should like to draw your attention to the publications and membership of the Surrey Records Society (which I serve as Hon. Treasurer).  This is a publisher of historic texts on subjects within the ancient County of Surrey, in other words, including Southwark and Lambeth.  Membership costs a mere £5 a calendar year and members receive each new volume as it is published.  Anyone joining for 2011 would receive a two-volume edition of the register of John de Stratford, a 14th-century Bishop of Winchester, one of whose houses was of course in Southwark.  Strictly speaking, these two volumes represent subscriptions for 2010 and 2011, but it has been decided to offer both for new members joining this year.  It is a remarkable offer!  [The two volumes, with postage and packing, would cost a non-member £32.]  Members may also buy past volumes at a huge discount.  The previous volume was an edition of texts relating to the Surrey County Prison in Horsemonger Lane off Newington Causeway, and earlier ones concerned the ecclesiastical census of 1851, 18th-century bishops’ visitation returns, various mediaeval eyres, the manufacture of gunpowder and Elizabethan probate inventories.  A full list is enclosed.  I urge you to consider subscribing as a member for, say, this year and next, to take up the benefit of buying very cheap past volumes as well as receiving new ones.  The A.G.M. is held at Woking.  [I may be able to deliver volumes by hand in reply to orders, to save postage and packing.]  
Finally, those of you who have known me since the late 1980s may recall that I wrote a lot then about what I called my church lists, that is, lists of churches of all denominations within a district, with notes under various headings.  After all these years, I am now able to further the idea as I intended, and to publish my lists in due course.  Rotherhithe and the City of London will be my first districts. 
  



Yours Sincerely,
Stephen Humphrey.

