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East Surrey Family History Society  

Registered charity No 286659                    

 
Enewsletter no 49       April 2017   

WELCOME to the April 2017 edition of the e-newsletter!   

It’s our 40th Anniversary Celebration this month!!  40 years!! Can you remember what 
you were doing in 1977?  Were you doing your Family 
History then and remember how hard it was?  It 
certainly seemed like Rocket Science then! 

Please do come to the Open Day and AGM 2017 at the 
Croydon Park Hotel and help us remember the Good 
Old Days.  The hotel is very near East Croydon Station 
and the URC Halls where we hold our Croydon Group 
meetings and I’ve put a map below. 

Don’t miss this event; it won’t be repeated!! 

 

 

It’s a busy month as we’ll also be taking 
the Bookstall to Who Do You Think You 
Are? Show at the NEC in Birmingham.  
I’ve put a couple of photos of last year’s 
event below.  Do come and say hello if 
you are able to attend the Show this 
year. 

I’ve included some more extracts from 
past Journals in this edition as tribute to 
our 40th anniversary celebrations and I 
hope these will stir some good 
memories.   

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ESFHS
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                      East Croydon station 

 

 

       

          URC Church Halls
            
  

 

          Croydon Park Hotel

            
            
  

 

 

 

This map shows you where the Croydon Park Hotel is.  The address is 7 Altyre 
Road. Croydon, CR9 5AA.  https://www.croydonparkhotel.com/overview/ 

The website says there is parking on-site.  Their 
phone number is 020 8680 9200 

 

 If you have something to share about East Surrey 
FHS history please send it to our Hon Sec Judith 
Mitchell (see inside cover of the Journal for her 
contact details), hand in at a Group meeting for 
passing on or bring it in the day.  If people would 
rather original photos, or possibly documents, were 
not put on display we quite understand, just let us 
know, and copies will be made and used instead. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all those Members (nearly 100!) who have elected to take their Journal 

electronically.  We can avoid significant costs here.   

 

If you would prefer to receive your Journal electronically please let the Membership 

Secretary know (membership01@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk).   

https://www.croydonparkhotel.com/overview/
mailto:membership01@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
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SUBSCRIPTIONS.  If you need help renewing your subscription or need to revise 

your physical/ email addresses, please contact the Membership Secretary at 

membership01@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk   

and, as always, information is available on our website www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk 

The Fieldwork section has images from the Commonwealth War Cemetery at 

Arnhem in the Netherlands. 

The Sources described this month are more past ESFHS Journals 

 

ESFHS FACEBOOK 

See the Facebook excerpts below and if you like them ‘Like’ our Facebook page – 

www.facebook.com/ESFHS and you’ll get them automatically.   

If you don’t know how to, please see the help document on the Home Page of our 

website or click this link: 
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/members/enews/ESFHS%20guide%20to%20Facebook.pdf 

ESFHS UPDATE  

GROUP MEETINGS.  These always have interesting speakers and are a good 

opportunity to meet your fellow family historians.  The venue details are on the 
website www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk and in the Journal.   

*******APRIL 6-8 NEC, BIRMINGHAM.  East Surrey FHS will be manning a stall 
at the WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? Show  (Photos from 2016)   ******** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:membership01@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/ESFHS
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/members/enews/ESFHS%20guide%20to%20Facebook.pdf
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/
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SUTTON – Thursday 6th April 2017 at 7.45pm. ‘Village Crafts.’  
Ian Waller will help us find out about the records of those who 
worked in rural industry. 

SOUTHWARK – The next meeting is on Monday 10th April at 
12.00 noon when Sharon Hintze will remind us that ‘You'll miss 
treasure if you neglect wills’.  This will be a fascinating look at 

English wills and probate with the 
Director of the London Family 
history Centre, known for her 
exhaustive knowledge and gentle sense of humour. 

 

 

RICHMOND – The next meeting is on Saturday 11th March at 2.30pm.  This will be 
a 'Members Meeting'.  Where are your roots? Bring along a Map, Old or Modern. 

 

 

CROYDON – There is no April meeting.   

The next meeting is on Tuesday 16th May at 7.45 pm 
when Ian Bevan will speak about ‘Edwardian London’. 

 

LINGFIELD – The next meeting is on Wednesday 26th 
April.  Paul Blake will speak on ‘The Tithe’.   The Tithe was a 'tax' payable to the 
church and the 19th century records are an important aid to 
research. Paul is President of the Society and a well- known 
speaker and genealogist. 

 

Don't forget to check our Web site for any last minute 

information www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk.org.uk 

 

http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk.org.uk/
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ESFHS Website Members’ Area - www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk 

Here’s a reminder about logging on to the Members’ Area of the website.   

HINT:  Your User ID is your Member Number (which is 4 or 5 numbers eg 9999 or 
10999)  OR the email address you receive your enewsletter on. 

 
Your password is your surname with a capital first letter eg Harrison. 
 

Rob, our Webmaster says:  

‘the easier login is email address plus 

surname (with capitals in the usual 

place at the beginning, and after Mc or 

names in double barreled names): 

Bond, McDonald, Smith-Windsor. 

So:   User ID donmcduckpond@gmail.com 
 Password McDuck-Pond 
 
Or  
 User ID 13999 
 Password McDuck-Pond  
 

 

ESFHS Society Event calendar 

See the Society website for a List of upcoming talks and events in 2017. 
 
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/events/events-2017.html 

 

ESFHS Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/ESFHS/ 

Family history news items, old photographs, talks, events, interesting web sites or 
Facebook pages.  All these and more are shared on our Facebook page.  We have 
some 493 people looking at our posts and occasionally over a thousand!  So please 
join us if you can.   Thank you to all the contributors! 

 

mailto:donmcduckpond@gmail.com
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/events/events-2017.html
https://www.facebook.com/ESFHS/
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Local Events 

Sutton's Living Memories   

Your Committee is exploring with Tony Brett Young, Chair of the Friends of Sutton 

Life Centre, if we can help with their Sutton’s Living Memories Project. 

Three Committee members went to the launch of this a couple of weeks ago.  This 

lottery-funded project aims to commemorate the 130 men of the Great War buried in 

the Borough of Sutton's cemeteries, as well those killed while working at Brock's 

Fireworks Factory on munitions. 

 Part of the project involves researching the lives of those commemorated.  Some 

work has already been carried out, under the guidance of Jane Allen, Heritage and 

Arts Service Manager at Sutton.  However, as we're the Family History Society for 

the area we thought it would be useful to ask our members whether they have any 

connections to any of the names on the list or have carried out any research on 

them.  We don't want to duplicate research that has already been done!   

A video about the project can be viewed on Sutton Voice's website:  

 http://suttonvoice.co.uk/sv-tv-special-sutton-living-memory/ 

 Attached to this enewsletter is an Excel spreadsheet with the list of names 

and brief details about them.  Please can you check the list and let us know if 

they have any information about any of the men?  If you do, please contact 

Judith at secretary02@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk  

 

Find out how to Research your Family Tree Using the Resources at the 

Kingston History Centre!  Guildhall, High Street, Kingston upon Thames KT1 1EU 

Together with Kingston History Centre, East Surrey Family History Society is helping 

to run 'Introduction to Family History' sessions at Kingston History Centre, in the 

Guildhall at Kingston. (The entrance door is at the rear of the building.) 

The first two sessions have been very successful and we’ve helped 18 people start 

to find their family histories.  Further sessions are scheduled for:  

Saturday 27 May 2017; Saturday 30 September 2017 and Saturday 25 November 

2017 

The sessions are free but you need to book a place by ringing the Centre on 0208 

547 6738 (open Wed 10 am to 5pm; Thurs 10 am to 7pm; Fri 10 am to 5pm; Sat 10 

am to 5pm).    

Please encourage your family and friends to come along 

https://www.kingston.gov.uk/info/200239/museum_and_history_centre/548/visit_kingston_history_centre 

http://suttonvoice.co.uk/sv-tv-special-sutton-living-memory/
mailto:secretary02@eastsurreyfhs.org.uk
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/info/200239/museum_and_history_centre/548/visit_kingston_history_centre
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Surrey History Centre 130 Goldsworth Rd, Woking GU21 6ND 

 

Open Day Saturday 13 May 11 – 3.30 

 
 
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-
and-recreation/archives-and-history/surrey-
history-centre   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Other News 

Shropshire Family History Society Fair - Shrewsbury   www.sfhs.org.uk 

 

Saturday 3 June 2017 10-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-history/surrey-history-centre
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-history/surrey-history-centre
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/heritage-culture-and-recreation/archives-and-history/surrey-history-centre
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First World War service records for Women at the National Archives 

http://nationalarchives-gov.uk/3PUB-6KEA-011MKZ326D/cr.aspx 

 

 

http://nationalarchives-gov.uk/3PUB-6KEA-011MKZ326D/cr.aspx
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Protestation Returns to be digitised by the Parliamentary Archives – a sort of 

17th century Census!  www.parliament.uk 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/parliamentary-archives/explore-guides-to-

documentary-archive-/familyhistory/sources/protestations/ 

 

This resource is under development. 

 

Zoom in to  your chosen place 
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And in the future you will be able  to click 

through to a digital copy of the Return! 

 

 

 

 

 

FIELDWORK – Arnhem and Operation Market Garden 

 

I’ve just returned from a short visit to Eindhoven and Arnhem in the Netherlands 

following the WW2 (late September 1944) story of the 

successful and unsuccessful capture of the bridges over the 

Rhine, the Waal and Maas rivers and the Willems and 

Wilhelmina canals.  This was 

portrayed in the film ‘A Bridge Too 

Far’ and featured the parachute drop 

of thousands of Airborne soldiers into 

the countryside around the city from 

glider aircraft. 
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Read about it at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Arnhem 

‘’The British airborne forces landed some distance from their objectives and were quickly 

hampered by unexpected resistance – especially from elements of the 9th and 10th SS Panzer 

Divisions. Only a small force was able to reach the Arnhem road bridge while the main body 

of the division was halted on the outskirts of the city. Meanwhile, XXX Corps was unable to 

advance north as quickly as anticipated due to the destruction of the bridge at Son, and failed 

to relieve the airborne troops according to schedule. After four days, the small British force 

at the bridge was overwhelmed and the rest of the division became trapped in a small pocket 

north of the river – where they could not be sufficiently reinforced by the Poles or XXX Corps 

when they arrived on the southern bank, nor by the RAF's resupply flights. After nine days of 

fighting, the shattered remains of the British 1st Airborne Division were withdrawn in 

Operation Berlin. 

With no secure bridges over the Nederrijn, the Allies were unable to advance further and the 

front line stabilised south of Arnhem. The British 1st Airborne Division had lost nearly three-

quarters of its strength and did not see combat again.’’ 

Allied losses were very high and many became 
prisoners. 

I was privileged to meet three Veterans when I visited 
to Commonwealth War Cemetery. They had come to 
Arnhem to help open a new exhibition space/museum 
near the John Frost Bridge (the ‘bridge too far’) and 
had been fully medaled-up for the ceremony the 
previous day.  When I met them they were having a 
private and informal visit to the cemetery, hence the 
unusual badge and medals they are wearing in the 
photo.  The gentleman on the left, a sprightly 91 year 
old had been a Glider Pilot with the King’s Own 
Scottish Borderers, and his companion was a Medic 
from 1st Airborne, now 97 years old.  He said that every year he visited the 50 men 
he tried to save during the fighting, but was unable to and who now rest in the 
cemetery.  I also met another elderly gentleman, in their party, who had served with 
2nd paras under John Frost and who had been with the unit that held Arnhem Bridge 
for a number of days before they were overwhelmed and captured. 

There are two VC holders in the 
cemetery: 

Lieutenant John Grayburn (see 
Register entry right); 

And  

Captain Lionel Queripel 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Arnhem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9th_SS_Panzer_Division_Hohenstaufen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10th_SS_Panzer_Division_Frundsberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10th_SS_Panzer_Division_Frundsberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arnhem_road_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rural-urban_fringe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Son,_North_Brabant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Berlin_(Arnhem)


13 | P a g e  

 

 

There are Polish paratroopers buried here too. 

 

SOURCES – East Surrey Family History Society 
Journals – Remember these?  These pages were in your 
Journal in June 1992 (Vol 15 No 2) 
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 And from the Journal of December 2001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website Update   

I am indebted to the Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies (IHGS) for these 
updates   www.ihgs.ac.uk 

 
Please be careful!  You have to subscribe, and pay, to use some of these web sites.  If 
you need any help or advice please speak to a Committee member at any of the 
Society meetings.  To open a site, click on the blue address then press both the CTRL 
key and Click on your keyboard simultaneously. 
 

News 
 
Tickets for Who Do You Think You are? Live at the NEC 6-8 April 2017  
East Surrey FHS will be there!!  See the WDYTYA website: 
http://www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.com/ticket-information 

http://www.ihgs.ac.uk/
http://www.whodoyouthinkyouarelive.com/ticket-information
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Twile is now free to all users. It is a UK-based interactive timeline of everything that’s ever 
happened in your family. The timeline consists of photos and milestones—such as births, 
marriages, and deaths—that tell the story of your family from your earliest known ancestor 
right through to today. Family historians can import their family tree from any online 
genealogy service and then add more recent events from their own life before inviting family 
members to explore and contribute. 
 
(I reviewed Twile in the enewsletter of August 2015.  It was a free product then but later it went 
commercial and you had to subscribe.  It’s now become free again so you might like to have another 
look at it.  Ed.) 

 
ON THE MOVE.  The General Register Office of Northern Ireland (GRONI), along with its 

Public Search Room, has moved to Stranmillis, about one and a half miles away from its 
former city centre home in Chichester Street, Belfast. General Register Office Northern 
Ireland, Colby House, Stranmillis Court (off Stranmillis Road), Belfast BT9 5RR. 

Website updates 
 

FindMyPast (£) www.findmypast.co.uk/ has added: 

 Catholic Heritage Archive  
 Early Emigration Records 
 Britain, Royal African Company, 1694-1743 
 British Royal Navy Allotment Declarations 1795-1852 
 Norfolk Bishops transcripts and electoral registers 
 Northampton General Hospital Admissions 1774-1846 
 Northamptonshire Baptisms 
 Warwickshire Monumental Inscriptions 
 Pennsylvanian records 

 
The Genealogist (£)   https://www.thegenealogist.com   has added: 

 Hampshire Police Letter Books  
 Northumberland Colour Tithe maps  
 War Memorial Index 
 New records from Essex, Cumberland and Norfolk 

 

Ancestry (£) www.ancestry.co.uk/ has added: 

 Scotland, Rolls of Male Heads of Families, 1834-1842 
 Moray, Scotland, Local Heritage Index, 1632-2014 
 Prussian Provinces, Selected Lutheran Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 1661-1944 
 London Transport Staff Registers, 1863-1931  

 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
https://www.thegenealogist.com/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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 Scotland, Rolls of Male Heads of Families, 1834-1842 
 Moray, Scotland, Local Heritage Index, 1632-2014 
 Prussian Provinces, Selected Lutheran Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, 1661-1944 
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FamilySearch   https://familysearch.org/ has added: 

 British Newspaper Archives Obituaries  
 Australia, Victoria, Outward Passenger Lists, 1852-1924  

RootsIreland www.rootsireland.ie/ has added: 

 Armagh Diocese Marriage Licence Bonds 1727 - 1845 
 Rathganan, Wexford RC baptism and marriage registers, 1803-1890s 

Families in British India Society - FIBIS https://www.fibis.org/ has added: 

 East India Company Recruits 1843-50 Returns made by Dublin district recruiting 
officers 

Memento-Mori www.memento-mori.co.uk has added: 

Cemeteries in central, east and west Scotland.  Gravestone inscriptions and photographs. 

 Glasgow cemeteries 

You Tube videos 

Christine Woodcock has posted a YouTube version of a talk "Criminals, Lunatics and 

Paupers: Finding Your Inmate Ancestors in the Scottish Records." It's a 58 minute 

presentation which you can find at https://youtu.be/D-FxhDkb6XU 

 
 

END 
 
ATTACHMENT - Sutton's Living Memories: Spreadsheet of Casualties  

 
 

https://familysearch.org/
http://www.rootsireland.ie/
https://www.fibis.org/
http://ihgs.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=4068673d9efd56d47453a8e85&id=e339384f91&e=bf7bc6b227

